Film classification 
in Ontario 


The Ontario Film Review Board classifies and approves 
films publicly exhibited and distributed in the province 
under the authority of the Ontario Theatres Act. The 
board also approves all related advertising materials. 


The board is made up entirely of citizen-members, 
appointed from all sectors of Ontario’s diverse multi-cul- 
tural society. 


Members classify films into one of four categories: 
Family; Parental Guidance; Adult Accompaniment; and 
Restricted. To help viewers in making informed choices 
about films suitable for their family viewing, the board 
may also issue short descriptive information pieces — 
such as “Not recommended for children” — which 
must appear in advertisements. 


Using standards set out in the act’s regulations, board 
members may choose not to approve a film in its 
entirety or may require certain eliminations before the 
film is approved for distribution. 


The classification system 


The classification system used in Ontario is set out in 
the Theatres Act. 


The act requires that board members consider each 
film in its entirety and take into account the general 
character and integrity of each film before classifying 
and approving it. 


fis FAMILY 


Family: a film with this classification is appropriate for 
viewing by people of all ages. 


Parental Guidance: the board believes parents should 
exercise discretion in permitting their children to view 
this film. 


APG classification means the film may contain a limited 
portrayal of non-graphic violence, brief nudity in a non- 
sexual context, limited embracing in a loving context 
and the occasional use of mild expletives. 


In general, a PG classification is a warning to parents 
that while unaccompanied children will be admitted to 
the theatre, the contents may not be suitable for all chil- 
dren. The board advises parents to exercise discretion 
in considering this category for their children. 


ADULT 
cyanate 


Adult Accompaniment: viewing of this film is restricted 
to people fourteen years of age or older or to people 
younger than fourteen when accompanied by an adult. 


The AA classification serves as a stronger warning to 
parents. Films classified AA are not recommended for 
most younger children but the final decision is left to the 
parent. 


Such films may contain limited nudity and sexual 
involvement, coarse or offensive language, or violent, 
prolonged hand-to-hand combat. 


ADMITTANCE 


TO PERSONS 
18 YEARS OF AGE OR OVER 


Restricted: viewing of this film is restricted to persons 
eighteen years of age or older. 


A Restricted classification indicates that the content of 
the film is for audiences aged 18 and over. Restricted 
films may contain graphic portrayals of violence, tor- 
ture, abuse or horror. They may contain full frontal nud- 
ity, and simulated sexual activity. 


Information pieces 


The short, one- to three-word information pieces which 
sometimes appear in film advertisements provide addi- 
tional information about film content. Information 
pieces currently in use include “Brutal Violence,” 
“Frightening Scenes,” “Nudity,” and “Not Recom- 
mended for Children.” 


For further information about the classification system 
and the Theatres Act, please write to: 

The Ontario Film Review Board 

1075 Millwood Road 

Toronto, Ont. 

M4G 1X6 


To obtain additional copies of this brochure, please 
write or call: 
Consumer Information Centre, 
Ministry of Consumer and Commercial Relations 
555 Yonge St. 
Toronto, Ont. 
M7A 2H6 
416-963-1111 or, toll free, 1-800-268-1142. 
Users of the TTY/TTD line should call (416) 963-0808. 
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